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51/ 138. Questions relating to information

A

Information in the service of hunanity

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Taki ng note of the conprehensive and inportant report of the Commttee
on Information,?

Al so taking note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on questions
relating to information,?

Urges all countries, organizations of the United Nations systemas a
whol e and all others concerned, reaffirmng their commtnent to the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and to the principles of freedom of the
press and freedom of information, as well as to those of the independence,
pluralismand diversity of the nedia, deeply concerned by the disparities
exi sting between devel oped and devel opi ng countries and the consequences of
every kind arising fromthose disparities that affect the capability of the
public, private or other nmedia and individuals in devel oping countries to
di ssem nate informati on and communi cate their views and their cultural and
et hi cal val ues t hrough endogenous cultural production, as well as to ensure
the diversity of sources and their free access to infornmation, and recogni zi ng
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the call in this context for what in the United Nations and at various
international foruns has been ternmed "a new world i nformati on and
conmuni cati on order, seen as an evol ving and conti nuous process":

(a) To cooperate and interact with a view to reducing existing
disparities in information flows at all levels by increasing assistance for
t he devel opnent of comunication infrastructures and capabilities in
devel opi ng countries, with due regard for their needs and the priorities
attached to such areas by those countries, and in order to enable them and the
public, private or other nmedia in devel oping countries to devel op their own
i nformati on and conmmuni cation policies freely and independently and increase
the participation of media and individuals in the communicati on process, and
to ensure a free flow of information at all |evels;

(b) To ensure for journalists the free and effective performance of
their professional tasks and condemm resolutely all attacks agai nst them

(c) To provide support for the continuation and strengtheni ng of
practical training programes for broadcasters and journalists from public,
private and ot her nedia in devel oping countries;

(d) To enhance regional efforts and cooperati on anong devel opi ng
countries, as well as cooperation between devel oped and devel opi ng countri es,
to strengthen comuni cation capacities and to inprove the nmedia infrastructure
and comuni cation technology in the devel oping countries, especially in the
areas of training and dissem nation of information

(e) To aim in addition to bilateral cooperation, at providing al
possi bl e support and assi stance to the devel oping countries and their nedia,
public, private or other, with due regard to their interests and needs in the
field of information and to action already adopted within the United Nations
system i ncl udi ng:

(1) The devel opnent of the human and technical resources that are
i ndi spensabl e for the inprovenent of information and conmuni cation
systens in devel oping countries and support for the continuation
and strengthening of practical training programes, such as those
al ready operating under both public and private auspices
t hr oughout the devel opi ng worl d;

(ii) The creation of conditions that will enable devel opi ng countries
and their nmedia, public, private or other, to have, by using their
national and regional resources, the comunication technol ogy
suited to their national needs, as well as the necessary progranmme
material, especially for radio and tel evision broadcasti ng;

(iii) Assi stance in establishing and pronoting tel ecommuni cation |inks
at the subregional, regional and interregional |evels, especially
anong devel opi ng countri es;

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the devel oping
countries to advanced communi cation technol ogy avail able on the
open mar ket ;
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(f) To provide full support for the International Programre for the
Devel opnent of Communi cation® of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cul tural Organi zation, which should support both public and private nedi a.
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B

United Nations public information policies and activities

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its primary role in elaborating, coordinating and
harmoni zi ng United Nations policies and activities in the field of
i nformation,

Also reaffirmng that the Secretary-Ceneral should ensure that the
activities of the Departnment of Public Information of the Secretariat, as the
focal point for the public information tasks of the United Nations, are
strengt hened and i nproved, keeping in view the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, the priority areas defined by the Genera
Assenbly and the reconmendations of the Conmittee on Information

Taking note of all the reports of the Secretary-CGeneral subnmitted to the
Conmittee at its eighteenth session

Encour agi ng the Secretary-CGeneral to develop a concrete plan to continue
to enhance the public imge of the United Nations,

1. Wl cones the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea to nmenbership
in the Committee on Information

2. Recalls its decision to consolidate the role of the Conmttee as
its main subsidiary body mandated to make recommendations relating to the work
of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat;

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in respect of the public
i nformati on policies and activities of the United Nations, to inplenment fully
t he recomendati ons contained in paragraph 2 of its resolution 48/44 B of 10
Decenber 1993;

4. Takes note of the reductions in the resources allocated to the
Department of Public Information, expresses its concern about the proposals of
the Secretary-General on further reductions in the Departnment's budget which
m ght negatively affect the activities nandated by the General Assenbly, and
requests the Secretary-CGeneral to support the Departnent of Public

3 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Twenty-first Session, Bel grade,

23 Septenber to 28 COctober 1980, vol. 1, Resolutions, sect. Il1.4, resolution
4]/ 21.




A RES/ 51/ 138
Page 4

Information, in accordance with section Il, paragraph 6, of Assenbly
resol ution 50/ 214 of 23 Decenber 1995;

5. Al so takes note of the efforts of the Secretary-General to put
into practice the need for an effective public information capacity of the
Department of Public Information for the formati on and day-to-day functioning
of the information components of peacekeeping and other field operations of
the United Nations, and requests the Secretariat to continue to ensure the
i nvol venent of the Departnment at the planning stage of such future operations
t hrough interdepartnental consultations and coordination with the other
substanti ve departnments of the Secretariat;

6. Requests the managenment of the Department of Public Information to
review the Departnent's publications and proposals for publications to ensure
that all publications fulfil an identifiable need, that they do not duplicate
ot her publications inside or outside the United Nations system and that they
are produced in a cost-effective nmanner, and to report thereon to the
Commttee at its nineteenth session

7. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral regarding the
revi ew of major publications of the Departnent of Public Information,* and
urges all efforts to ensure tinmely production and di ssem nation of its nmjor
publications, in particular the UN Chronicle, the Yearbook of the United
Nati ons, the Wrld Medi a Handbook and Africa Recovery, maintaining consistent
editorial independence and accuracy, taking the necessary measures to ensure
that they contai n adequate, objective and equitable information about issues
before the Organi zation and refl ecting divergent opinions wherever they occur

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to conduct a review of existing
publications produced and di ssemi nated by the Department of Public Information
in the sphere of developnment and to renew his efforts to inprove existing
publications or explore the possibility of alternative publications, in such a
manner as to respond to the devel opnent-related i nformati on needs of peopl e,
in accordance with the requirenments that the publications fulfil an
identifiable need, that they do not duplicate other publications inside or
outside the United Nations systemand that they are produced in a cost-
effective manner;

9. Reaffirms the inportance attached by Menber States to the role of
United Nations information centres in effectively and conprehensively
dissem nating information in all parts of the world, particularly in
devel opi ng countries and countries in transition, and especially in those
countries where there is a need for greater understandi ng about United Nations
activities;

10. Reaffirnms also that United Nations information centres neet the
primary objectives outlined by the Conmttee in its report to the Genera
Assenbly at its forty-second session;?®

4 A AC. 198/ 1996/ 3.

S Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-second Session
Suppl emrent No. 21 (A/42/21), chap. 111, sect. D, recommendation 36.
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11. Recalls the report of the Secretary-General on the results of the
trial of integrating United Nations information centres with field offices of
the United Nations systemin general,® and requests the Secretary-General to
continue the integration exercise in a cost-effective manner and whenever
feasible, on a case-by-case basis, taking into account the views of the host
country and ensuring that the information functions and the autonony of United
Nati ons information centres are not adversely affected and to report thereon
to the Comm ttee;

12. Wl cones the action by some Menber States with regard to financia
and material support to United Nations information centres in their respective
capitals, and invites the Secretary-General, through the Department of Public
Information, to consult Menber States, where appropriate, on the possibility
of providing the centres with additional voluntary support on a nationa
basi s;

13. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
al l ocation of resources to United Nations information centres in 1995,7 and
calls upon himto continue to study ways and nmeans to rationalize and effect
equi t abl e di sbursenment of avail able resources to all United Nations
i nformation centres;

14. Al so takes note of the inportant inpact on the functioning and the
fulfilnment of the objectives of some of the United Nations information centres
of the devel opment of new technol ogi es such as the Internet and CD-ROM and
their effect on the dissemnation of information, the increase in the nunber
of United Nations depository libraries in sonme Menber States and the increased
i nportance of all concerned actors of the international conmunity in their
cooperation with the O ganization

15. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral therefore to subnmit a report to the
Committee, for its consideration at its nineteenth session, on United Nations
information centres, in particular, on added val ue, efficiency, cost-
ef fecti veness and avoi dance of duplication, especially in the areas of new
technol ogies, with a viewto offering recommendati ons on the review,
strengthening and rationalization of their activities;

16. Reaffirnms the role of the General Assenbly in relation to the
opening of new United Nations information centres, and invites the Secretary-
Ceneral to make such reconmendati ons as he may judge necessary regarding the
establishment and | ocation of these centres;

17. Recogni zes the continued enhanced cooperation between the
Department of Public Information and the University for Peace in Costa Rica as
a focal point for pronmpting United Nations activities and di ssem nating United
Nations information materials;

18. Takes note of the requests of Bulgaria, Gabon, Quinea, Haiti,
Kyrgyzstan and Sl ovakia for information centres or informati on conponents;

5 A/ AC. 198/ 1995/ 5.

" A AC. 198/ 1996/ 2.
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19. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to conduct an evaluation, within
exi sting resources and wi thout detrinent to nandated programes and
activities, through the services of an independent consultant selected after
an open and transparent sel ection process, of the functioning of the Dag
Hammar skj 6l d Li brary, covering, inter alia, its infrastructure, operations,
staffing and budgetary situation, with a viewto inproving all its services
and taking advantage of new, cost-effective automated and el ectronic library
i nformati on and conmuni cati on technol ogi es and services and taking into
account previous studies on the subject, and to submit a report thereon to the
Conmittee at its nineteenth session

20. Expresses its full support for the wi de and pronpt coverage of
United Nations activities through a continuation of United Nations press
rel eases in both working | anguages of the Secretariat, nanmely, English and
French, and stresses the inportance of the continued speedy issue and high
quality of those press releases in both working |anguages;

21. Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral to explore ways and neans to
i nprove the access of United Nations radio to airwaves worl dw de, bearing in
mnd that radio is one of the nost cost-effective and far-reaching nmedi a
avail able to the Departnent of Public Information and is an inportant
instrument in United Nations activities, such as devel opment and peacekeepi ng,
in accordance with its resolution 48/ 44 B

22. Underlines the continued inportance for the Departnment of Public
Informati on of using traditional and mass nedi a channels in dissem nating
informati on on the United Nations, and encourages the Departnent to take ful
advant age of recent devel opnents in information technol ogi es, such as the
Internet and CD-ROM in order to inprove in a cost-effective, conprehensive
and tinmely manner the dissemnation of information on the United Nations,
taking into account the linguistic diversity of the O ganization

23. Commends the Department of Public Information for the inportant
role it played in responding to the increased public interest resulting from
the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations;

24. Requests the Department of Public Information to continue to
ensure the greatest possible access to United Nations guided tours, as well as
to ensure that displays in public areas are kept as informative, up to date
and rel evant as possi bl e;

25. Invites Menber States and rel evant international organizations to
submt to the Secretary-Ceneral by 15 March 1997 their observations and
suggesti ons on ways and neans of furthering the devel opment of commruni cation
infrastructures and capabilities in devel oping countries, and requests the
Secretary-CGeneral to submit a report thereon to the Comrittee at its
ni net eent h session;

26. Reconmmends, in order to continue to facilitate contact between the
Department of Public Information and the Committee between sessions, that the
Bureau of the Committee, together with representatives of each regional group
the G oup of 77 and China, in close contact with the menbers of the Conmittee
shoul d continue to neet on a regular basis and consult at periodic intervals
with representatives of the Departnent;
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27. Takes note of the contribution made by Menber States, in
cooperation with the Department of Public Information and the United Nations
Coordi nator of International Cooperation on Chernobyl, to information
activities for the tenth anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster, and recalls
its resolutions concerning the consequences of the above-nentioned di saster
in particular, resolutions 50/31 B of 6 Decenber 1995 and 50/ 134 of 20
Decenmber 1995, encouragi ng the regul ar exchange of information with the
countries concerned and with the rel evant organi zati ons and bodi es of the
United Nations system with a viewto enhancing world public awareness of the
consequences of such disasters;

28. Recogni zes the positive role of the regional semnars held at
W ndhoek, Santiago, Almaty and Sana'a for the pronotion of independent and
pluralistic nmedia, takes note of the invitation of the General Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its
twenty-eighth session, in its resolution 4.6 of 15 Novenber 1995,8 to
cooperate with the Director-General of the Organization in the preparati on and
organi zation of a simlar regional semnar in 1997 in Central and Eastern
Eur ope, depending on the availability of funding, also takes note of the offer
of the Government of Bulgaria to host such a sem nar, and invites the
Departmment of Public Information to provide the requested assistance in
jointly mobilizing the support of various other voluntary fundi ng sources;

29. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Conmttee at its
ni neteenth session and to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session on
the activities of the Departnment of Public Information and on the
i npl enent ati on of the reconmendations contained in the present resolution;

30. Deci des that the nineteenth session of the Commttee shoul d | ast
no nore than ten working days, and requests the Bureau of the Committee to
expl ore ways and neans of making opti mumuse of the Conmttee's tineg;

31. Requests the Conmittee to report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session;

32. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Questions relating to information".

83rd plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996

8 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Twenty-eighth Session, vol. 1, Resolutions,
sect. |V.A 4.




