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Convention on Biological Dversity

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 51/182 of 16 Decenber 1996 on the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and other relevant resolutions relating to the Conventi on,

Al so recalling the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity,!*

Further recalling Agenda 21,2 particularly its chapter 15 on the
conservation of biological diversity and related chapters,

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers of
the Goup of 77 and China.

! See United Nations Environnent Programme, Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity (Environnental Law and Institution Programme Activity Centre),
June 1992.

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel oprent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.L.8
and corrigenda), vol. I, Resolutions adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex |1.
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Al so recalling the recommendati ons nmade at the third session of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on the review of chapter 15 of Agenda 21
on the conservation of biological diversity,?3

Deeply concerned by the continued | oss of the world' s biological diversity
and, on the basis of the provisions of the Convention, reaffirmng the
commitment to the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of
its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of
the utilization of genetic resources,

Enphasi zi ng that the Convention on Biological Diversity is an inportant
i nternational l|egal instrunent for achieving sustainable devel opnent, taking
into account its three objectives, and for pronoting the ecosystem approach
enbodi ed in the Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties to
t he Conventi on,

Encour aged by the work carried out to date under the Convention

Noting with satisfaction that nost States and one regi onal economc
i ntegration organi zation have ratified or acceded to the Conventi on,

Taking note with appreciation of the generous offer of the Governnent of
Sl ovakia to host the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention at Bratislava from4 to 15 May 1998,

Recalling its invitation to the Executive Secretary of the Convention on
Bi ol ogical Diversity to report to the Assenbly on the results of future sessions
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention

1. Wl cones the results of the third session of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, held at Buenos Aires from
4 to 15 Novenber 1996, as reflected in the report of the neeting,* submitted in
accordance with resolution 51/182, and in that context reaffirns the need to
take concrete action to fulfil the three objectives of the Convention;

2. Takes note of the decision of the Conference of the Parties on the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biodiversity and the programe
of work contained therein,® and its devel opnent of a focused work progranme for
forest biological diversity;®

3. Al so takes note of the results of the third neeting of the
Convention's Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,

3 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent
No. 12 (E/ 1995/32), chap. I, para. 230 (i).

4 N 52/ 441.

51bid., annex Il, decision IIl/11

6 |bid., decision II1/12
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hel d at the headquarters of the secretariat of the Convention at Mntreal from
1to 5 Septenber 1997;

4. Further takes note of the work carried out at the third neeting of the
Open-ended Ad Hoc Working G oup on Biosafety, held at the headquarters of the
secretariat of the Convention at Montreal from13 to 17 COctober 1997, and
reaffirns the inportance of those negotiations for the devel opment of an
i nternational |egal framework on biosafety ainmed at safeguardi ng human health
and the environnent;

5. Encour ages those States that have not yet ratified the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity to do so as soon as possi bl e;

6. Recogni zes that States Parties to the Convention have agreed to
provi de additional financial resources for the inplenentation of the Convention
in accordance with article 20 of the Convention, and urges bilateral and
multilateral donors to cooperate with the secretariat of the Convention in
i npl enenting decision I11/6 of the Conference of the Parties;

7. Renews its appreciation for the work being carried out under the
Convention to enhance cooperation with the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
and bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons;

8. Notes that the first national reports of the States Parties to the
Convention, as required by article 26 of the Convention, are due to be submtted
to the secretariat of the Convention no later than 1 January 1998, 7 calls upon
Menber States that are Parties to the Convention to neet that requirement as
soon as possible, and in that context invites the international comunity to
assi st developing countries in fulfilling that conmm tnent;

9. Also notes the clarification of the adm nistrative arrangenents
regardi ng the respective roles of the United Nations Environnent Progranme and
the secretariat of the Convention in respect of personnel and financial matters,
as detailed in the adm nistrative arrangenents between the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme and the secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity signed on 30 June 1997,

10. Calls upon States Parties to the Convention to urgently settle their
arrears and to pay their contributions in full and in a tinmely manner, in
accordance with the decision of the Conference of the Parties regarding the
contributions required for the Trust Fund of the Convention,® so as to ensure
continuity in the cash flowrequired to finance the ongoi ng work of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, its subsidiary bodies and its
secretari at;

11. Invites the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session, and to

" 1bid., decision I11/9, para. 11.

8 |bid., decision II1/24.



A C. 2/52/L. 25
Engl i sh
Page 4

report to the Assenbly on the results of future nmeetings of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session a sub-itementitled "Convention on Biological Dversity".



