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Philippines*: draft resolution

Observance of the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty and proclannation of the First United Nations Decade
for the Eradication of Poverty

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng its resolutions 43/195 of 20 Decenber 1988, 44/212 of
22 Decenber 1989, 45/213 of 21 Decenber 1990, 46/ 141 of 17 Decenber 1991, 47/197
of 22 Decenber 1992, 48/184 of 21 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 110 of 19 Decenber 1994,
all related to international cooperation for the eradication of poverty in
devel opi ng countri es,

Recalling its resolution 48/ 183 of 21 Decenber 1993, in which it proclainmed
1996 the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty,

Recalling also its resolution 49/110 of 19 Decenber 1994, in which it
requested that a draft programe on the preparations for and observance of the
Year be el aborated at an early date,

Enphasi zi ng the need to focus efforts and policies on the root causes of
poverty and the necessity to provide for the basic needs of all

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers
of the Group of 77 and China
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Recogni zi ng that opportunities for access to resources and i ncone should be
enhanced, and that factors and constraints that perpetuate inequality should be
renoved,

Stressing that the United Nations system should play a key role in the
enhancenent of support and assistance to devel oping countries, particularly
African countries and | east devel oped countries, in their efforts to achieve the
objectives set forth by the major United Nations conferences organi zed since
1990 with a view to eradicating poverty,

Enphasi zi ng that enpowering wonmen will be a critical factor in the
eradi cati on of poverty, since wonmen contribute to the econony and to the
eradi cati on of poverty through both their renunerated and their unrenunerated
wor K,

Considering that the international community at the highest political |eve
has al ready reached a consensus and committed itself to the eradication of
poverty in recent major United Nations conferences, including the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnment, the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent, and the Fourth World Conference on Wnen, as well as
in preparations for the forthcom ng second United Nati ons Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11), and in particular at the Wrld Summit for Soci al
Devel opnent, which addressed the eradication of poverty as one of its three
maj or thenes,

Noting with satisfaction the inportance attached at the Halifax Summit of
the G7 group of countries to the eradication of poverty as an overriding
priority for inproving the plight of the devel oping countries, in particular the
African countries and the | east devel oped countries,

Bearing in mind that Governnents decided to adopt the appropriate neasures
and nechani sns for inplenmenting and nonitoring the outcome of the Wrld Summ t
for Social Devel opment, with the assistance, upon request, of the specialized
agenci es, programes, funds and regional commi ssions of the United Nations
system with broad participation of all sectors of civil society,

Havi ng considered the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral on the draft
programe for the observance of the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty 1/ and on international cooperation for the eradication of poverty in
devel opi ng countries, 2/

Havi ng al so consi dered the Copenhagen Declaration 3/ and Programme of
Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, 4/ in particular
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par agraph 95 (c) of the Programme of Action, in which it is recommended that the
Ceneral Assenbly, at its fiftieth session, declare the First United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, followi ng the International Year for the
Er adi cation of Poverty (1996), with a view to considering further initiatives on
the eradication of poverty,

A.  (bservance of the International Year for the Eradication
of Poverty (1996)

1. Decides that the thene for the International Year for the Eradication
of Poverty 5/ shall be: "Poverty can be and nust be eradicated throughout the
wor | d";

2. Urges all Governments, the international comunity including the

United Nations system and all other actors in society to pursue seriously the
obj ective of the eradication of poverty within the context of the Internationa
Year for the Eradication of Poverty (1996);

3. Reaffirns that the major activities for the observance of the Year
shal | be undertaken at all levels, and that assistance shall be provided by the
United Nations systemwith a viewto creating anong States, policy makers and
i nternational public opinion a greater awareness of the fact that the
eradi cation of poverty is both a conplex and mul tidi mensional problem and is
fundanmental to reinforcing peace and achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent;

4. Decides that the aimof the activities during the Year shall be to
build the support structure for a longer-term sustained effort to inplenent
fully and effectively the commtnents, reconmmendati ons and neasures undertaken
and the basic provisions already agreed upon at major United Nations conferences
since 1990, in particular the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent; 3/, 4/

5. Al so decides that activities during the Year, at all levels, shall be
guided, inter alia, by the follow ng principles:

(a) The eradication of poverty requires that a sustained, collective
commitment and effort be nounted by Governments, |ocal administrations, civi
soci ety, business and corporations, supported by the international comunity,

i ncluding the United Nations system and rel evant subregional, regional and other
i nternational organizations, and also requires that anti-poverty strategi es and
programes be designed, inplenented and nonitored with the full and effective
participation of people living in poverty;

(b) The eradication of poverty requires adopting nmeasures to ensure that
people living in poverty have access to the resources and opportunities
necessary to escape frompoverty, as well as nmeasures to ensure that all nenbers
of society are protected frompoverty that results fromillness, |oss of
enpl oynment, natural disasters or other m sfortunes;

5/ See Assenbly resol ution 48/ 183.
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(c) The eradication of poverty requires that all people living in poverty
have access to basic social services and can participate in the economc,
social, cultural and political life of society;

(d) The eradication of poverty requires that wonen be given the econonic
and social opportunities to contribute to devel opnent, and that anti-poverty
strategi es and programes be designed with a specific gender dinension;

(e) The eradication of poverty requires the devel opnment of targeted
programes to neet the special needs of particular social and denographic
groups, including young peopl e, disadvantaged ol der persons, persons wth
disabilities, and other vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups or persons;

(f) The eradication of poverty requires that the international community
provide increased and nore effective support for broad-based devel opnent in
devel opi ng countries, in particular in Africa and the | east devel oped countri es;

6. Recommends that all States, in accordance with the Copenhagen
Decl aration 3/ and Programe of Action of the Wrld Sumrt for Socia
Devel opnent, 4/ undertake the follow ng by 1996:

(a) Develop a precise definition and assessnment of absol ute poverty;

(b) Elaborate the neasurenents, criteria and indicators for determ ning
the extent and distribution of absolute poverty;

(c) Fornulate or strengthen, as a matter of urgency, national policies and
strategi es geared to substantially reducing overall poverty in the shortest
possi ble tinme, reducing inequalities, and eradi cating absol ute poverty by a
target date to be specified by each country in its national context;

(d) Increase public efforts to eradicate absolute poverty and to reduce
overal|l poverty substantially by, inter alia, fornmulating or strengthening and
i npl enenting national poverty eradication plans to address the structural causes
of poverty, enconpassing action on the local, international, subregional,
regi onal and international |evels;

(e) Attach particular attention, in the context of national plans, to
enpl oyment creation as a neans of eradicating poverty, while also giving
appropriate consideration to health and educati on, assigning a higher priority
to basic social services, generating household incone, and pronoting access to
productive assets and econom c opportunities;

7. Stresses that, during the Year, people living in poverty and their
organi zati ons shoul d be enpowered by involving themfully in the setting of
targets and in the design, inplenentation, nonitoring and assessnent of nationa
strategi es and programes for the eradication of poverty and the devel opnent of
conmuni ty bases, ensuring that such programmes reflect their priorities;

8. Approves the activities for the observance of the Year planned by the
United Nations system as contained in the report of the Secretary-Ceneral, 1/
and invites themto take further initiatives;
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9. Uges all nultilateral financial and devel opnent institutions to

intensify and accelerate their investnments in social sectors and poverty
er adi cati on programres;

10. Wl cones the decision taken by the Adm nistrator of the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme to establish an eradication of poverty fund in order to
hel p devel opi ng countries, particularly African countries and the | east
devel oped countries, in the el aboration of national plans to conbat poverty;

11. Al so wel conmes the recent decision taken by the Adm nistrative
Committee on Coordination to establish three task forces on different aspects of
the followup to United Nati ons major conferences with a view to considering
issues related to the eradication of poverty;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to take all relevant neasures to
arrange for the wide and effective dissemnation of the present resolution and
t he programme for the observance of the Year, and in this regard invites al
States, organizations of the United Nations system relevant internationa
organi zati ons, concerned national organi zations, non-governnmental organizations
and other interested groups of civil society to give the necessary attention to
t he observance of the Year

13. Also requests the Secretary-General to subnit a progress report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session on action taken to inplenent the
present resolution, as well as action taken by the organs, organizations and
bodi es of the United Nations systemto inplenment the programre for the
observance of the Year;

B. First United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006)

1. Proclains the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006);

2. Urges all Governments and the international comunity, including the
United Nations system and all other actors in society to pursue seriously the
i npl enentati on of the outcomes of nmmjor United Nations conferences related to
the eradi cation of poverty, in particular the Copenhagen Decl aration and
Programme of Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, as an attainable
objective within the context of the first United Nations Decade for the
Er adi cati on of Poverty;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to establish within the Secretariat a
clearly identifiable entity with the resources and nunber of qualified and
conpet ent professional and support staff that are required to undertake a broad
range of functions in support of the systemwi de inplenmentation of the
eradi cation of poverty, including activities for the Decade, relying on the nost
efficient and cost-effective use of resources;

4. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite those organs,
organi zati ons, programes, funds and bodies of the United Nations systemt hat

/...
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have not al ready done so to consider the establishnment of focal points and other
simlar mechanisms so that they may effectively inplenment the provisions,
agreenments and outcones of major United Nations conferences relevant to the
eradi cati on of poverty;

5. Decides to establish an ad hoc open-ended worki ng conm ttee of the
Ceneral Assenbly to el aborate an operational and conprehensive internationa
framework of action for the first United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty, to begin its work as early as possible in 1996;

6. Al so decides, for this purpose, to convene two sessions in New York of
the ad hoc open-ended working conmttee, each for a duration of one week, so
that it may conplete its work no later than Septenber 1996 in order to submt
the draft international framework for action for adoption by the Assenbly at its
fifty-first session;

7. Requests the ad hoc open-ended working committee of the CGenera
Assenbly, in its deliberations, to take into account the reports, including the
recomendati ons contained therein, submtted by the Secretary-CGeneral pursuant
to Assenbly resol utions 48/ 184 of 21 Decenber 1993 and 49/110 of
19 Decenber 1994, as well as the outcone of major conferences related to the
eradi cati on of poverty, in particular the Copenhagen Decl arati on and Programme
of Action of the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, as well as views and
proposal s presented by States and/or groups of States, and to report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the outcone of its work;

8. Calls upon States, the United Nations system relevant internationa
organi zations and all other actors concerned with the Decade to participate
actively in the financial and technical support of the Decade, in particular
with a viewto translating all neasures and reconmendations into operational and
concrete poverty eradication programmes and activities;

9. Decides to establish at the |evel of the United Nations Secretariat a
special trust fund for the Decade, and appeals to financial institutions and the
private sector to contribute generously to the trust fund for financing poverty
eradi cation activities;

10. Requests, therefore, that the Secretary-CGeneral ensure that the
out comes of major United Nations conferences are dissem nated as wi dely as
possi bl e, and also to ensure that the international franework of action for the
first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, once adopted, be
transmtted to all States, relevant international and regional organizations,
multilateral financial institutions and regional devel opment banks in order to
secure their active and substantial contributions;

11. Recommends that donor countries give greater priority to the
eradi cation of poverty in their assistance progranmes and budgets, on either a
bilateral or nultilateral basis, including by making contributions to the trust
fund for the Decade;
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12. Encourages devel oping countries to nobilize external and donestic
resources for poverty eradication programmes and activities, and to facilitate

their full and effective inplenentation

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session an itementitled "First United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication of

Poverty (1997-2006)".



