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Sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the continuing validity of the Vienna Programme of Action on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment, 1/ adopted by the United Nations
Conf erence on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent, endorsed in General
Assenbly resol ution 34/218 of 19 Decenber 1979 and subsequently reaffirnmed in
Assenbly resolution 44/14 A of 26 Cctober 1989,

Recalling the Declaration on International Econom c Cooperation, in
particular the Revitalization of Economic Gowh and Devel opnent of the
Devel opi ng Countries, 2/ the International Devel opment Strategy for the Fourth
United Nations Devel opnment Decade, 3/ the Cartagena Commitment, 4/ adopted

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers
of the Group of 77 and China.

1/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.1.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.

2/ Resol uti on S-18/3, annex.

3/ Resol uti on 45/ 199, annex.
4/ See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Devel opnent, Eighth Session, Report and Annexes (TD/ 364/Rev.1) (United Nations

publication, Sales No. E.93.11.D.5), part one, sect. A
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the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent at its eighth session

t he recomendati ons and deci sions adopted by the United Nati ons Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, particularly those contained in Agenda 21, 5/
Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 46/165 of 19 Decenber 1991 and 48/ 179 of

21 Decenber 1993, and ot her resolutions and deci sions adopted by organizations
and bodies of the United Nations system concerning science and technol ogy for
devel opnent,

Bearing in mind the vital contribution of science and technol ogy, including
new and emergi ng technol ogies, to the pronotion of econom c growth and
devel opnent, particularly in devel oping countries, and stressing the inportance
of monitoring new devel opnents in science and technology and their inplications
for society, on production, enploynment and international conpetitiveness,
especially for devel oping countri es,

Recogni zi ng the inportance for devel oping countries of having access to
sci ence and technol ogy so as to enhance their productivity and competitiveness
in the world market, and stressing the need to pronote, facilitate and finance
access to and transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es and the
correspondi ng know how, in particular to the devel oping countries, on favourable
ternms, including on concessional and preferential ternms taking into account the
need to protect intellectual property rights as well as the special needs of
devel opi ng countri es,

Stressing the need to further pronote endogenous capacity-building in
sci ence and technol ogy in devel oping countries so as to enable themto
participate in, benefit fromand contribute to the rapid advances in science and
t echnol ogy,

Recogni zi ng that information technol ogies are inportant requisites for
pl anni ng, devel oprment and deci si on-making in science and technol ogy, and
recogni zing also their far-reaching inplications for society,

Reaffirm ng that the United Nations should play a central role in the
promoti on of cooperation in science and technol ogy, and in the enhancenment of
support and assi stance to devel oping countries in their efforts to achieve the
obj ectives set forth by the United Nati ons Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent in this regard

Commendi ng the work of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent in pronoting the devel opi ng countries' endogenous capacity in
sci ence and technol ogy, and recognizing its unique role as a global forumfor
t he exam nation of science and technol ogy questions, for the inprovenment of the
under st andi ng of science and technol ogy policies for devel opnent and for the
formul ati on of reconmendati ons and gui deli nes on science and technol ogy matters
within the United Nations system all in relation to devel oprent,

5/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the
Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corrigendunj,
resolution 1, annex |1
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Stressing the need to further strengthen, within the context of the
forthcomi ng ninth session of the United Nati ons Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent, the role of the Conference in science and technol ogy,

Expr essi ng concern over the continued i nadequacy of resources devoted to
fostering science and technol ogy for devel opnment,

Recogni zi ng the need for CGovernnents, and regi onal and international bodies
to take measures to ensure wonen better access to and participation in
scientific and technol ogi cal areas, especially those areas where they are not
represented or are underrepresented,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the inplenmentation of
programme 17, science and technol ogy for devel opment, of the mediumterm plan
for the period 1992-1997, 6/

1. Endorses the rel evant resolutions and deci si ons adopted by the
Economi ¢ and Social Council at its substantive session of 1995 on the basis of
the report of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment on its
second session; 7/

2. Reaffirnms that capacity-building in science and technology in
devel opi ng countries should remain a priority issue in the United Nations
agenda, and urges that international cooperation efforts be intensified and
st rengt hened towards devel opi ng countries' endogenous capacity-building in
sci ence and technol ogy, including their capacity to utilize scientific and
t echnol ogi cal devel oprments from abroad as well as to nodify and adapt themto
suit |ocal conditions;

3. Calls upon the international community, particularly devel oped
countries and international organizations, to fulfil all their conmtnents as
affirmed in chapter 34 of Agenda 21, 5/ in particular on the effective access to
and transfer of environnmentally sound technol ogi es, including new and emergi ng
technol ogi es and publicly owned technol ogi es, to devel opi ng countries on
concessional and preferential terns, taking into account the need to protect
intellectual property rights as well as the special needs of devel oping
countries, so as to enable those devel oping countries to neet their devel opnent-
rel ated chal | enges;

4. Stresses the urgent need to strengthen the vital role of the United
Nations in the field of science and technol ogy, particularly through effective
pol i cy gui dance and better coordination, including in international cooperation
in technol ogy assessnent, nonitoring and forecasting;

5. Calls upon United Nations organi zations, funds and progranmes to work
in a coordinated manner to devel op a catal ogue of proved technol ogies to enabl e

6/ A 50/ 649.

7/ Oficial Records of the Econom c and Social Council, 1995, Suppl emrent
No. 11 (E/ 1995/31).




A C. 2/ 50/L. 25
Engl i sh
Page 4

ef fective technol ogy choice, by devel oping countries, of state-of-the-art
t echnol ogi es;

6. Calls upon the Commi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent
and the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to continue to interact
effectively, through the Econom ¢ and Social Council, in carrying out their
respecti ve mandat es;

7. Takes note of the devel opnents at the Consultative Meeting on a
Coalition of Resources for Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnment and wel cones
t he recommendati on of the Economic and Social Council that the Conmmi ssion on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opment should provide a forumfor exchangi ng
views and interaction anong partners of different networks and coordi nation
schenes;

8. Reaffirnms the need for adequate financial resources on a continuous
and assured basis to foster science and technol ogy for devel opnent, in
particul ar to pronote endogenous capacity-building in devel oping countries in
accordance with their priorities;

9. Notes with appreciation the neasures taken by the Secretary-General in
response to paragraph 6 of General Assenbly resolution 48/ 179 and invites himto
continue to take all necessary neasures, including to explore the possibility of
organi zing a nore effective coalition of resources within the United Nations
devel opnent system nultilateral financial institutions, regional devel opnent
banks and bil ateral funding agencies to ensure the full inplenentation of
programme 17, science and technol ogy for devel opment, of the mediumterm plan
for the period 1992-1997 and the activities planned for 1996-1997 in the field
of science and technol ogy for devel opnent, in accordance wi th specific mandates
provided for in the relevant Assenbly resol utions;

10. Recognizes the inportance of cooperation anong devel oping countries in
the field of science and technol ogy, building on their conplenentarities, and
the need of further advanci ng such cooperation through the establishment and/or
t he strengthening of national technology and information centres in devel opi ng
countries and their networking on regional, subregional and interregional and
gl obal levels to pronote technol ogy research, devel opment and di ssem nation
anong devel opi ng countries, and urges the organi zati ons and bodies of the United
Nati ons system and ot her rel evant international, regional and subregi ona
organi zati ons and programes to provide continued and enhanced support, through
t echni cal assistance and financing for such efforts;

11. Wl cones the endorsenent by the Econom ¢ and Social Council of the
deci si on of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment to sel ect
i nformati on technol ogi es as the main substantive theme of its work during the
i nter-sessional period 1995-1997 and to set up panels and/or working groups to
anal yse, and el aborate and nmake reconmendati ons on issues pertaining to
i nformati on technol ogies and their inplications for devel opnent;

12. Takes note of the decision of the Economic and Social Council to
invite the Conm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment to consi der ways
and neans for the formulation of a common vision regarding the future
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contribution of science and technol ogy for devel opnent, taking advantage of the
twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Sci ence and Technol ogy
for Devel opnent, held at Vienna in 1979;

13. Stresses the inportant role that the United Nations Fund for Science
and Technol ogy for Devel opment should play in enhanci ng endogenous capacity-
buil ding in science and technol ogy in devel oping countries, and calls on al
countries in a position to do so to contribute generously to the Fund;

14. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt a report to the CGenera

Assenbly at its fifty-second session on progress in the inplenentation of the
present resol ution.



