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Proclamation of the World Decade for Cultural Development

The General Assembly,- -

Coneidorinq  recommendation NO. 27 l-/ adopted by the World Conference on
Cul tu ra l  Policiee organized  b y  t h e  united Nat ions  Educa t iona l ,  Sc ien t i f i c  and
Cultural Organization at Mexico City in 1982, in  which i t  recommended that  the

Generirl  Conference  of  the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Eaucatlonal, Sc ien t i f ic  a n d  Cul tu ra l
Organization propose to the General Assembly of the United Nation0 the proclamation
of a worla aecade for cultural  development,

ConRiclering aleo reoolution 11.20 and 11.10 adopted by the General CmfQrenCe

of the United Notions Educational ,  Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Organ iza t ion  a t  ite
t w e n t y - s e c o n d  a n d  t w e n t y - t h i r d  aeseione,  respec t ive ly ,

Xecalllnq  Economic and Social  Council  resolution 1986/69 of 23 July 1986, in
which the Council recommended that the General Aesembly take il decision at ite
forty-first aeseion on the question of the proclamation of a world decade for
cultural  development,

Taking  I n t o  a c c o u n t  the  in te res t  tha t  the  in te rna t iona l  c o m m u n i t y ,  Inc luding
t h e  organizations’  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  s y s t e m , have ahown in  the proposed decade,

* On behalf of the State8 Members of the Unii j Nation6 that  are members Of
the Group of 77.
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Recognizinq  tha t  the  voluntary  effort6 a t  the  na t iona l  l eve l  by  intereoted
individuals and non-governmental and governmental organizatianer are one of the
principal vehicles for advancing the objectives of the decade,

Taking note  of  the  dra f t  p lan  of  ac t ion  for  the  wor ld  decade  for  cu l tu ra l
dfvelopnent,  eubmitted by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Orqanization,  i/

1. Proclaims the period 1988-1997  the World Decade for Cultural Development,
to be observed under the auspices of the United Nations ,  with the United Nations I
Educa t iona l ,  Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Organization  ac t ing  a8 the  1Qaa agency!

2. Approves  the four main objectives of the Decade: acknowledging the
cultu:al dimension of development ; a f f i rming  and  enr ich ing  cu l tu ra l  identities1
broadending  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  cu l tu re  ard promot ing  in te rna t iona l  cu l tu ra l
co-operat ian 1

3. I n v i t e s  a l l  S t a t e s ,w.. - intergovernmental ana international non-governmental
organizotions, and  in te res ted  ind iv idua ls  to  t ake  an  ac t ive  par t  in  the  fu l f i lment
of the objectrves of the Decade and, for that  purpose,  to make available,  on a
voluntary  baeie, t ak ing  in to  cons idera t ion  the i r  particula eituation, p r io r  ItlcO
and mean8, the  necessary  in te l l ec tua l , human and financial resourcea  1

4. E:lcouraqee  organizatiare, organs  and bodice  of the United Nation8 eyetem
par t ic ipa t ing  in  the  fu l f i lment  o f  the  ob jec t ives  o f  the  Decade  to  do  80 in  a
inenner which  dcse not  en ta i l  add i t iona l  f inanc ia l  implicationa for non-vo lun ta ry

‘ended  p rg rammee  fran t he i r  r e spec t ive  r egu la r  budgets)

5. Recureta  the Secretary-General ,- - w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  eetabllehed programme
priorities,  to ensure through the Adminietrative  Committee on Co-ordination that
activitiee  undertaken by the Jnited Nations eyetem in eupport  of the Decade are
co-ordinated in euch a manner aa to avoid duplication and overlap1

6. Requests the Secretary-General  of the United Nations and the
Director-General  of the United Natiars Educaticnal, Scientific and Cultural
Orqanizatlon  to report  biennially to the General Assembly, through the Economic and
Social  Council  at  itd second regular eeseion , on the proqreee  of the World Decade
for Cultural Development.

21 E/1986/L.30,  allnex.


