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Proclamation of the World Decade for Cultural Development

The General Assembly,

Considerinq  recommendation No.27 lJ adopted by the World Conference on
Cultural  Policies organised by the United Nations Educational,  Scientific and
Cultural Orqanization at Mexico City in 1982, in which it recommended that the
General Conference of the United Nations Educational,  Scientific and Cultural
Organisation propose to the General Aesembly of the United Nations the proclamation
of a world decade for cultural development,

Considering also resolution 11.20 adopted by the General  Conference at  ite
twenty-second session, A/ in which i t  approved, by consensus,  the principle of such
a decade, which would be observed under the auspices of the United Nations and the
United Nations Educational,  Scientific and Cultural  Organization,  resolut ion 11.10
adopted by the General Conference at  i ts  twenty-third session, 3J and the main
points and major proposals set  forth i., the draft  Plan of Action for the Decade
submitted by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,  Scientific and
C u l t u r a l  Orqanization,  y

* On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of
the Group of 77.
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Takinq into account Economic and Social Council resolution :986/69 of
23 July 1986, in which the Council recommended that the General Assembly take a
decision at i ts  forty-first  session on the quest ion of the proclamation of a world
decade for cultural  development,

Taking  also into account  the strong interest  that  the interl~ntional  community
has shown in the proposed decade and, in particular, the contribution that the
orqonizationo  of the United Nations system have offered to make to the
implementation of the plan of action for the decade,

1. Proclaims the period 1988-1997 the World Decade for Cultural Development,
which shall  be observed under the auspices  of the United Nations and the United
Nations Educational,  Scientific and Cultural  Orqanizationr

2. Takes note of the draft  Plan of Action for the World Decade for Cultural
Development, A/ which was drawn up by the Director-General of the United Nstions
Educa t iona l ,  Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Orq~nization  a f te r  wide- ranq ina  consu l ta t ions
with member States, other orqanizationo of the United Nations system and
international qovernmelrtal  and non-governmental otqani.zations  and the four main
objectives of the Decade approved by the General Conference: acknowledginq  t h e
cultural dimension of development,  effirminq and enrichinq  cultural  identitieet
broadeninq part icipation in culture1 and promotinq international cultural
co-opera t ion I

3. Invites Member States, the orqanizations of the United Nations eystem and
international qovernmental and non-qovernmental organizations to take an active
p.*rt  in  the  fu l f i lment  o f  the  ob jec t ives  o f  the  Decade  and ,  fo r  tha t  purpose ,  to
make available,  on a voluntary basis, tekinq  in to  cons idera t ion  the i r  pa r t i cu la r
si tuation,  priori t ies and means, the necessary intellectual, human and f fnancial
resources;

4. Notes the intention of the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational,  Scientific and Cultural  Oraanization to  ensure the co-ordination of
init iatives and actions to  be taken by the parties concerned and, to that  end,  to
consider sett inq up an interqovernmental  committee and a permanent secretariat  for
the Decade,

5. Requests the Secretary-General , throuqh the Administrative Committee on
Co-ord indr ion, to  ensure  tha t  the  ac t iv i t i e s  under taken  by  the  Uni ted  Nationa
system in support  of the Decade are co-ordinated and that objectives for a fourth
[Jnited Nations development decade are harmonized with those of the World Decade for
Cultural Development #

6. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Director-General  of the United Nations Educational,  Scientific and Cultural
Orqanization to report periodically to the General Assembly on the proqress of the
World Decade for Cultural Development.
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