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Mr. Chairman,

On behalf of the Group of 77 and China, | wish to thank the UNCCD Secretariat for presenting the document before
us (ICCD/COP(7)/7), which responds to Decision No. 11 taken at COP 6 on the outstanding matter of the Regional
Co-ordinating Units (RCUs).

As noted in our statement to the Plenary yesterday morning, the G77 and China intends that, at this COP 7, we
complete the mandate given to us by COP 6 and take a decision on this matter.

In keeping with this intention, Mr. Chairman, the G77 and China is, of course, guided by the views, findings and
recommendations of the Report before us, which clearly demonstrates the commitment of the affected country
Parties in the African, Asian and Latin American and Caribbean regions, to work toward the operationalisation of the
RCUs, requested by these countries so long ago. The Report demonstrates that the countries, in collaboration with
UN and other regional partners are willing to take up the responsibilities involved — as far as their capabilities allow —
in maintaining the RCUs.

Mr. Chairman,

The G77 and China will participate actively in any structure in which the discussions on this item will take place at
this Session. In that context, it is our intention to submit specific proposals which we hope will move us forward in this
regard.

| thank you.



