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Madam Chairperson,

Following the adoption of the resolution on the implementation of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa, I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Member States of
the Group of 77 and China.

The Group welcomes the adoption of this draft resolution. However, the Group would like to
reiterate its concern regarding the inclusion of phrase "within existing resources'' in the UNCCD
resolution. This practice violates, among others, General Assembly resolutions 41/213, 42/211 and
45/248 B which clearly state that the "Fifth Committee is the appropriate Main Committee of the
General Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative and budgetary matters".

In addition, the insistence from developed countries to use that phrase, particularly when it comes
to events related to development and of the utmost importance for the G-77 is regrettable, and it
only demonstrates the lack of political will and commitment to allow for the allocation of appropriate
resources for those activities.

We hope not to repeat this debate within the framework of this Committee in the future and to allow
the Fifth Committee to fulfill its mandate with regard to this issue.

I thank you.


